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Development of Social Policy for Single Mothers in Japan :

Focusing on Income Distribution Policy and Workfare Policy
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This paper describes that the development of social policy for single mothers focusing on income support (social assistance) policy
and workfare policy. These were introduced uniil 1960s and expanded until 1970s. However, in 1980s, the period of financial cutback,
income distribution policy for single mothers was cutting down, too. During the high growth economy period, income support was in-
troduced and expanded to make “single mothers taking care her child(ren) at home”. On the contrary, during low growth economy, in-
come support was cutting down and single mothers were emphasized “they should paid work and should be economically independent”.
At the same time, the workfare policies changed from supplementing income distribution policy to replacing it. The rhetoric of “single
mothers should (not) be paid work” have been used to justify policy conversion.
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