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Abstract

Normative Conceptions of Feminist Coalition/Solidarity:
Analyzing Discussions by Nancy Fraser and Iris Marion Young

Hiroki Yamagishi*

This study utilizes the theories of Nancy Fraser and Iris Marion Young to examine con-
ceptions of feminist coalition/solidarity politics. Both Fraser and Young sought to construct
normative political theories of social injustice based on the circumstances of Western so-
ciety and the social movements occurring at the end of the 20th century. In so doing, they
attempted to remedy the prevailing situation through socialism and critical theory. Some
researchers have construed the distance between the positions taken by Fraser and Young as
relating to their individual apprehensions of political, economic, cultural, and other injustic-
es and the remedies they believed should be adopted to redress unjust conditions. Fraser and
Young also articulated distinct views on social groups, including class, gender, sexuality,
race, ethnicity, and disability. Ultimately, Fraser’s conception of feminist coalition politics
resulted in the slogan “feminism for the 99%” in opposition to Young’s notion of differenti-
ated solidarity. This study evaluates the considerations and controversies in the understand-
ing exhibited by Fraser and Young vis-a-vis social injustices and social groups to elucidate
how the distance in their stances reflects the similarities and differences in their conceptions

of the coalition/solidarity politics of the feminist social movement.
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