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The Impact of the Number of Children on Women’s Labor Supply in Urban China

Jin Xuan

Summary

This paper uses the individual data from CFPS2018 to examine the impact of the number of
preschool-aged children and the number of children aged 6-18 on the employment probability and
labor supply hours of married women in urban areas. The results show that, the number of
preschool children has a negative impact on the employment probability and the labor supply
hours of urban women. At the same time, the number of children aged 6-18 has a positive impact
on the probability of employment and the labor supply hours. These findings suggest that when
the number of school-aged children increases, married women have a higher inclination to work
due to economic needs for child-rearing, whereas an increase in the number of preschool-aged
children suppresses labor supply due to the burdens of childcare. The lack of adequate childcare
facilities plays a role in this dynamic. It becomes evident that for married women in urban China,
continuing to work while having preschool-aged children is challenging. It is imperative to
enhance the work environment for women, making it easier for them to continue employment

and to expand support for child-rearing.
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