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Sing a Song via Instruments:

Educational Training on Musical Instruments, Tailored for Collaboration

SAITO Noriko

Abstract

This article discusses seven ensemble activities from a nursery teacher training course: (1) session with
instruments made of recyclables, (2) descending scale accompaniment (7Twinkle- Twinkle-Little Star), (3)
group work, (4) bass accompaniment (familiar tunes), (5) instrumental ensemble (children’s songs), (6)
class work, and (7) using rhythm instruments. They aim to present students with various ensemble
experiences on instruments, the formation and process, and for the teacher to foster musicality and sociality
among the children.

In the United States of America, music educators argue about the best sequence for singing activities -
singing before playing instruments, or singing via instruments. As Weimer and Rutkowski (2023), we sang
before playing instruments in (2) and (5). We experimented with singing after playing instruments in (6)
and (7). Beating time with rhythm instruments enabled students to grasp the tune immediately; which
functions as quick reading. In (3), (4) and (6), we sang songs via instruments.

In (2) and elements of (3), (4) and (6), students divided a part among them. This style produces a smooth
experience for unversed music learners. Students communicate with each other via sounds, share time and

space, and create a sense of togetherness in such collaboration.
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