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Prefatory Note

Shin MORIYAMA

The International Student Forum, initiated in 2012, marked its 13th edition this year.
Leveraging the collaboration between our university and Vassar College through the
COIL project, all activities, including preparatory classes and the forum itself, were
conducted online.

COIL, short for Collaborative Online International Learning, is implemented as part of
universities' efforts to enhance their global outreach. It aims to facilitate various
international learning experiences, such as study abroad programs and cross-cultural
exchanges, by actively utilizing online platforms for joint learning between universities
in Japan and the United States.

International collaborative learning, where students engage and learn across borders,
often takes the form of short-term seminars or forums. During these events, students
deepen friendships through direct interactions, laying the groundwork for dialogues and
discussions. However, when sensitive topics are addressed, they may make the
collaborating learning conflictive. In such cases, to yield effective outcomes, fostering
online interactions and relationships prior to the forum is essential. This necessitates
creating long-term platforms for mutual learning, overcoming the limitations of short-
term training programs, and moving towards sustained, normalized engagement,
leading to greater achievements. In this sense, organizing the forum entirely online as
part of the COIL project offers the potential to provide regular platforms for cross-border
dialogues, enhancing international exchanges beyond previous levels.

Moreover, unlike traditional classes, preparation and pre-learning for presentations
require students to actively communicate with each other online, overcoming barriers of
language, time zones, and academic schedules. This fosters students' autonomy and
initiative, contributing to the development of global leadership skills.

As T mentioned in the keynote speech, according to Ronald Barnett, author of "Higher
Education: A Critical Business," universities are communities of individuals who
critically examine existing knowledge, selves, and the world, striving to solve problems
and construct better knowledge, selves, and the world. Through presentations and
discussions by students from our university and Vassar College, representing liberal arts
education in Japan and the United States, a meaningful platform was provided to fulfill
the mission of university education.

The theme of this forum was "Violence." Currently, violence, in the form of wars with
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military involvement, continues to ravage regions such as Ukraine and Israel. East Asia
also faces uncertainty regarding when existing conflicts might escalate into wars.
Moreover, in our society, various forms of violence by the powerful cause suffering to the
powerless. Despite everyone's presumed opposition to violence, why does it persist to
such an extent?

As living beings, humans inherently tend to view things from a self-centered perspective
and favor their own group (in-group) over other group (out-group) as social beings.
Overcoming these inherent tendencies is not easy, but the only way forward is through
dialogue, where individuals consider and understand each other's perspectives. Dialogue
provides a space where different viewpoints intersect, offering more effective and
mutually acceptable answers to various issues.

During the forum, students from both universities engaged in sincere dialogue,
leveraging their diverse perspectives to address the challenging problem of "violence." I
hope they will become leaders who believe in the power of dialogue and strive to build a
peaceful society free from violence in the future, drawing on this experience.

Finally, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Professor Qiu, Professor Tsuchiya,
and Professor Matsubara of Vassar College, Professor Matsuda Derek, who was
responsible for the forum on the Japanese side, Professor Miyamoto, who delivered the
lecture, and all the international affairs staff from both universities who contributed to

the success of the forum.



