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Keynote speech

Violence and Dialogue
Shin Moriyama

(Ochanomizu University)

The relationship between the two universities

It is our great pleasure to hold the thirteenth International Student Forum.

For a moment, I would like to review the relationship between our two
universities.

Since the first meeting with Professor Qiu and Professor Tsuchiya in 2004, we
continued to discuss academic exchange initiatives, and finally concluded an
academic exchange agreement in 2006.

In 2009, we also launched joint international remote classes via a video
conferencing system with Vassar students.

In 2012, the first International Student Forum was held on our campus. The
forum then continued to be held every year and Vassar students always attended. In
2014, the forum was held for the first time outside of Japan, at Vassar College.

In 2018, our universities decided to promote COIL, Collaborative Online
International Learning, and our interactions strengthened.

In 2019, we held the ninth forum at Vassar College, participants discussed the
environmental issues from a global perspective.

And last year, we conducted the twelfth forum with Vassar College, we addressed

“Diversity and Inclusion” as the theme.

The history of the International Student Forum

This forum was born in the aftermath of the sad, unforgettable disaster, the Great
East Japan Earthquake that occurred on March 11, 2011. Everyone in Japan felt
devastated by grief every day and night. However, support from all over the world
encouraged us to pick up ourselves again. At the first forum, which was held in 2012,
students from eight countries around the world gathered at Ochanomizu University,
including two students from Vassar College. Participants from all over the world
introduced to us a variety of support activities that were conducted in their countries
for the reconstruction of Japan after the disastrous earthquake which moved us

enormously. Vassar students, especially those learning Japanese, voluntarily held
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charity concerts for Japanese restoration. Three students sang a song titled "Kokoro
no Koe," which means "voice of the heart." They also produced and presented to us a
video, where many Vassar students were holding placards supporting the victims in
Japan. I still keep this video and it always makes me feel the deep, heartwarming
relationship between our universities.

The first forum gathered not only from the U.S. but also from Thailand, Germany,
the Czech Republic, and Poland, and people in their countries also held various
charity events for us. Countries in East Asia, such as Korea and China, which
usually have undesirable relations with Japan because of history, also extended
special help to us at that time, and students from these countries introduced to us
various supportive activities held in their countries. We listened to their
presentations, sometimes with tears in our eyes, and got the power to live again
thanks to their heartwarming support.

Because of this forum being borne of such a sorrowful disaster, it has dealt with
a wide variety of worldwide problems. The forum has also discussed what we can do
as a younger generation in the event of natural disaster or human-made calamity
occurring anywhere on this planet, including nuclear power problems,
environmental issues, refugees and immigrants, COVID-19, and how we overcome
World War II and conflicts among nations. Each time the participating students
sincerely discussed these serious issues, they began to work toward overcoming
differences in nationality, language and value in hopes of reaching the same goals
for world peace. They also considered what they can do as young people and moved
to action vigorously.

And now, we are able to hold the 13th forum.

Violence

The theme of this forum was "violence". What do you think of when you hear
the word "violence"? Do you think of war, human rights violations, genocide, forced
labor or the use of military force? Unfortunately, all of these things happened at
the same time during the two world wars. Various kinds of violence perpetrated by
Hitler's Nazis caused large numbers of Jews and others to lose their lives. Japan,
under the justification of the "Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere" against the
Western imperial powers, also attacked Asian and Oceanian countries, and many
lives were lost there. The USA, on the other hand, used the atomic bomb twice, to
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, "to end the war as soon as possible". The surrender of

Germany and Japan in 1945 put an end to all these kinds of violence. After the
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war, people in this world made up their minds to stop such catastrophes, founded
the United Nations and issued the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
However, in reality, the world became divided into West and East, and another
conflict called "the Cold War" was initiated. Various kinds of violence under the
slogan of proletarian liberation were perpetrated by the USSR and Stalin, and
Hitler's Holocaust accelerated Zionism and caused another serious conflict
structure in Palestine, in the Middle East.

With the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, it seemed that the Cold War had finally come to an end. Recently, however,
Putin's Russia invaded Ukraine and committed various acts of violence,
demonstrating that the conflict between East and West has not been resolved and
continues to this day. The Cold War also continues in East Asia, including the
conflict between North and South Korea, as well as Communist China, Hong Kong
and Taiwan, and we are worried that a war could break out at any time in the near
future. Japanese aggression from the past has not been resolved yet, and there are
various conflicts between Japan and Korea, and Japan and China still now. When
the Second World War ended, or when the Berlin Wall was destroyed, everyone on
this planet believed that peace without violence would finally arrive, but it has not
yet done so.

The violence I have mentioned so far has been external. But there is another kind
of violence: internal violence, which lives in everyone's mind. The United States,
for example, has been spiritually troubled by racial problems for a long time. Of
course, through the civil rights movement that took place after the Second World
War, external violence or explicit discrimination has diminished; however, what
Dovidio called "aversive racism", or what DiAngelo called "white fragility", internal
violence or implicit discrimination still remains in people's minds.

The situation in Japan is much the same. The human rights of foreigners
living in Japan, known as "zainichi," or immigrants are not well protected and
various problems have arisen. In one of my classes for first year students, I showed
a short film called "Born with it". In the film, a Japanese pupil whose father was
African and whose skin was black, was the object of prejudice and discrimination
on the part of his classmates. After watching the film, many of the students
realized that they too had prejudices in their minds and that they could
discriminate against him if he was their classmate. Furthermore, Japan is one of
the most backward countries in terms of gender. Japan's gender gap index ranks
116th out of 146 countries in the world.
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The problem is, can we, as students or professors at university, just look at this
kind of violence with our eyes blindfolded? Barnett, in his book "Higher Education:
A Critical Business," noted that we have given ourselves an extra four years to
fulfill a mission to contribute to human peace and happiness. If that is the case, we
have to consider what we can do about violence.

By the way, do you know what happened on the 24th of February, 2022, the 23rd in
New York time? That was the day that Russia invaded Ukraine. It was also the
day of our 10th International Student Forum between Vassar and our university
two years ago. The students who attended were shocked by the violence, but they

also discussed seriously what they could do about it.

Our mission as higher education institution

"The opposite of war is not peace, but dialogue."
These are words written by Itsuko Teruoka in her book, "For a Society to Engage in
Dialogue".
She gave us two important suggestions. First, peace will not come with folded
arms.
Second, we can engage in dialogue and do something for peace.
In this forum, let's join in a dialogue, overcoming various barriers such as
nationalities, languages, cultures and values. Let's think about what we can do
towards the various kinds of violence that remain in this world, and let's act on what

we can do. I hope that this forum will open the door.
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