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[Summary in English]

In this joint class, our group tackled the theme of “violence lurking in educational
disparity.” The interest stemmed from my personal complex regarding academic
background and the realization during university studies that educational disparity

not only creates economic gaps but also perpetuates social hierarchies. We investigated
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the general structure of educational disparity and specific characteristics in the US and
Japan, focusing on historical backgrounds. I primarily researched the general structure
and distinctive features of educational disparity in Japan. The investigation revealed
how education perpetuates social hierarchies and class divisions. Our collaboration
with Vassar University students faced challenges in aligning schedules and language
barriers. However, utilizing online tools and setting clear deadlines facilitated
collaboration. We emphasized visual presentations using data to enhance persuasion.
Although there were challenges, the experience of collaborating with students from
different backgrounds and learning about their perspectives was invaluable.
Nonetheless, the inability to engage in dialogue with all Vassar students was a missed

opportunity.

20



#ERE LGBTQ: 3 bxt5E0 0 LA PR LBk / Refugees and LGBTQ:
Understanding and Challenges from Cross-Cultural Dialogue
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[Summary in English]

My presentation focused on "Refugees and LGBTQ." It stemmed from my experiences
and coursework on gender norms, social structures, and related issues. Exploring gender
1ssues globally, I discovered disparities in understanding and treatment across regions,
leading to persecution and displacement of LGBTQ individuals as refugees. I
investigated policies and societal perspectives in Japan and the US towards LGBTQ
refugees, alongside historical shifts in policies and attitudes. I aim to deepen my

understanding of both host and origin countries' perspectives to advocate for equal rights

22



globally. Challenges in collaboration included language barriers, but we mitigated this
by explaining concepts in both languages. This experience enhanced my Japanese
conversational skills and highlighted the importance of clarity in expressing opinions.
Collaborating in small groups with Vassar students provided unique insights, although
more opportunities for interaction among all students could have enriched discussions

further.
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[Summary in English]

The presentation topic was inspired by a previous class and recent legal changes in
Japan, leading to discussions in the forum with American students. It focused on
analyzing these amendments, particularly regarding their classification as "violence,"
and explored both legal and real-life examples. While the emphasis was on internal
violence, the aim is to address external violence too. Recognizing the need for policy
improvements, especially in youth political engagement, supporting advocating
politicians is deemed essential. Challenges included coordinating schedules and editing
scripts in unfamiliar languages, but skills acquired include considering minority

perspectives and refining presentation topics. However, there's room for improvement in
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approaching problems from multiple angles and enhancing communication among
students from different backgrounds. Positive aspects included cross-cultural
collaboration and discussing issues beyond geographical and linguistic boundaries. Yet,
better organization in communication between American and Japanese students is
suggested for future collaborations. Overall, while the experience was insightful,

improvements in communication and collaboration across borders are needed.
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[Summary in English]

The collaborative presentation with Vassar University students examined
institutional gender discrimination within family structures, prompted by personal
discomfort as a woman living in Japan where such issues are ingrained. Research
focused on comparing gender dynamics in Japan, the US, and Brazil, highlighting
Japan's declining dual-income households and traditional gender roles. Despite societal
progress, traditional norms persist, with men more attached to traditional roles.
Comparisons with Vassar students revealed cultural and policy differences,
emphasizing the need to dismantle existing gender norms. The class facilitated
exploration of various forms of violence in social phenomena but faced challenges in

maintaining consistent learning due to irregular schedules. A more structured
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schedule would have enhanced the learning experience, despite the valuable knowledge

sharing and collaboration among students.
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[Summary in English]

The presentation theme on "peer pressure" was chosen to explore a form of violence
often unnoticed by both perpetrators and victims. This concept was inspired by
Hannah Arendt's "banality of evil," revealing how societal norms can normalize
harmful behaviors. The focus shifted to "peer pressure in schools" through

collaboration with Vassar students, allowing for a deeper and more relatable
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exploration. Researching peer pressure in Japan and the USA revealed its various
aspects and impacts. The goal is to continue examining peer pressure and promoting
individuality while embracing diversity. Challenges in collaboration were overcome
through extensive communication. The course highlighted the importance of
reassessing norms and the value of international exchange. Extending the course

duration could enhance exchanges and presentations further.
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[Summary in English]

The theme of "violence" for the forum prompted us to choose it for our presentation.
We became aware of violence in Japan through the COVID-19 pandemic and interactions
with international students, leading us to address this issue. Comparing Japan and the
US, we researched public data and engaged in discussions with Vassar students,
realizing the need for awareness and solutions to domestic issues. Challenges included
language barriers and scheduling meetings due to time zone differences. Despite
difficulties, we improved our ability to convey ideas effectively and gained cultural
awareness. However, online classes limited participation, hindered presentation
preparation, and reduced student interaction. Nonetheless, we appreciated insightful
discussions and presentations on various violence-related topics. Improvements could be
made in increasing student interaction, particularly in online settings where

communication is limited.
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[Summary in English]

The motivation behind my chosen theme for this forum stemmed from my
longstanding interest in issues of war and peace. Despite learning about the historical
context of wars and their impacts, recent conflicts in places like Ukraine and Palestine
prompted me to consider not only the physical but also the psychological wounds inflicted
by violence, particularly on children. Collaborating with Vassar University students,
language barriers and time constraints posed challenges, but we managed by sharing
conclusions upfront and dividing tasks. Despite initial difficulties, we eventually found
smoother communication through frequent discussions and a shared determination to
overcome language barriers. This experience highlighted the importance of international
exchanges and expanded my perspective on violence. Additionally, hearing diverse
opinions and presentations led to new insights and reflections on topics such as peer
pressure and individuality. Having only two group members enabled a deeper connection
with Vassar students and a stronger sense of personal accomplishment, although
improving communication tools, particularly for document sharing, would enhance

future collaborations.
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