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A Review of the Research on the Incidental Learning of L2 Collocations
LIU Ruili

Abstract

The current study surveyed journal articles on the incidental learning of collocations by L2 learners,
utilizing articles indexed in the SSCI (Social Sciences Citation Index). As a result of collecting papers
systematically, 18 studies were identified, all of which were experimented on L2 learners of English. The papers
were coded with a focus on the overall picture of the studies, particularly the measures used to assess learning
outcomes. The results showed that the participants in the studies were predominantly intermediate to advanced
learners of English. Furthermore, these studies primarily investigated the effects of input flood and textual
enhancement while reading. The measures used to assess learning outcomes mainly consisted of tests assessing
collocational form recognition and recall, with traditional formats such as multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and
translation, while frequently lacking contextual information. Based on these findings, some suggestions for
future research are provided.

[Keywords] collocation, incidental vocabulary learning, test formats, input flood, textual enhancement
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