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Comments on Diane Elson's “Neoliberal Globalization and Gender Equality:

Towards Alternatives”

Dr. Daian Elson wrote an interesting article in 2006 entitled “Neoliberal Globalization and Gender Equality: Towards Alternatives.” My

essay attempts to examine this article critically, especially her alternatives to gender equality. The most important key word in her article

P

is “Neoliberal economy.” This word had appeared from Western discourses, particularly of the United Kingdom and the United States
of America. What is Neoliberalism? It is the ideology of the government's posture in which the power of private enterprises precedes an
economic and political system. Under this ideology the nation's economic objectives mainly depend on economic growth. As a necessary

conclusion, economic unequal distribution will occur against many countries, and also the unequal distribution will contain gender

Introduction of this ideology could take place anywhere against the background of fiscal crisis. Therefore I think Dr. Elson's alternative,

namely the Gender Budget, is limited in its effectiveness. Thus I suggest that we be flexible in our use of the western ideology of

Neoliberalism for Japanese capitalism.
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