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Female Slaves in the Islamic World:
Comparison between the Arabian Nights and its Contemporary Sources

Throughout the history of the Islamic world, very little is known about females, especially female slaves. Their activities were generally
not reported in historical sources; especially, they made no mention of female slaves. This paper aims to study female slaves in the Islamic
world during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. This study is based on the following three sources: Alf Layla wa Layla (also known as
the Arabian Nights) , the travel journal which known as Rihla Ibn Battiita, the chronicle al-Ta‘lig (meaning miscellaneous remarks) . These
sources provide rich information on female slaves, how they were sold, and their marriage, manumission and death. This paper will present
the following conclusion. Many differences were found among the slaves in terms of their work and social relation. This suggests variety and
ambiguity of slaves in the society where female slaves could play an important role to go beyond the borders between male and female, and
free and unfree by their close tie to the masters.
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