F-GENS Journal No.9
September 2007

EETHNBHF
—— [+ BT BRI O W R ——

Bodies That Don't Matter: Possibilities of Female Homoeroticism in Twelfth Night

RILHET

This article attempts to consider (non-)representation of female same-sex love in William Shakespeare's Twelfth Night in the cultural and
political context of early modern England. The first question here is whether female homoeroticism existed in early modern English society.
Valerie Traub shows how female same-sex desire and sexual activity did exist in spite of the lack of their historical documents in early modern
England. According to her, female homoerotic desire was regarded as “insignificance” there because of its non-threatening nature to society.
Women whose bodies don't matter can paradoxically get some liberty: their desire can be homoerotic without being known to any men.
This logic leads us to a reinterpretation of Tivelfth Night and especially to the relationship between Olivia and Viola, whose desires refuse to
be interpreted as homoerotic although they look so at first sight. This refusal is nevertheless necessary for these female characters to keep
homoerotic desires because their desires have no liberty until they become the bodies that don't matter. Depriving them of their threatening
nature to society, the play suggests possibilities of existence, fulfillment, and continuance of their same-sex love. Above all, in a way
particular to dramatic art, Twelfth Night can re-present one possible moment of fulfillment of female homoerotic desires, which have not been
Key words : Twelfth Night female homoeroticism cross-dressing
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BVATEZ D[4 IURETOAA TV 2 w0 2% BVEE T
#lDENWTH B LIRS (Traub, a 131-32)s Y= I - A2}
itﬁﬁ74i?ﬁ%0ﬁ47@?§%kLfﬁ%%@@®¢fﬁ
EOF B, BUCHG 2 ABOKRE LTTERL [EAD LS
&ﬁtwﬁfk~iab%i—v—/—tﬁEﬁ@lui477&
WRE T LD ELTWD 2 &2 HE L TWw5 J(Ake 380) &bk,
PGEDHRTHNI, TOMEIIEH S5, £2L T, ZOREOMG
1y - 1&%}3’9&%%”?3@2@& 12, WHEE, TOFETHEIL-XD
WAk HOEBIICE T, TEOROTCHET 2~ b 0 4 i
FEFC L o> TRD B LTS O [ — L OMLDZ2H % /5 )
L. BEONZOFEZNET A, ZLORITEFEITIFEO )T 7280
OB 2 H— & 2 /L, 3 L Tw 5 (381),

T AFTIEAY T4 TITRET 01T, MEIIREERL
L172(1.4.39-40)0 7225 [RHSHEICREL L5 & REHIIMEOE
WY zvwoZghe]4) LY 7 A+ SHEPHFT L Twb I L
BN LA ) T4 TADOHREZFNT N5 EFERT 5 Z L 2P
T&7 L2l A=y =/ —IIMEZIWTWDL T LD, )
TA TR EZTIN TRV EDFEICIE R SR\, T T4 T
HSCBELTLE S LIZRDWT 74+ T3 TR KZEH, S
—bHuATILE—LAGBLVWEREEZEN LY T4 TIZoME
5T LilHB01E5 9 1(2.235-36) L F W HADPKEH» Sk
BEREIEDLLEESTVBZTT, BHLFEEICD, YT 1T



F-GENS Journal No.9
September 2007

WNTBMERHLLL, ZVEDLFoTEIVRV, FTIYTIETH
GRS BRI —=Y == AT 4T, EELEDRBMT
ERVEEL Zo—EDORE (2233-36) DT 7 4 F T ORITEH
2y Mo g2 ) SRE & WS (a 1310 FEDPIS, 77 44
I, A=Y= =L AENTVAYHE, AT T ETANE
DTWBLMIZIZIEREL BWVWORET, 727 A MO e LT
. BLAFV T4 TEZAEYTVSIE) AT —451T—RK Vv,
ATV - Yy Eu—io T UK DHIR S Cwv 7z | 4o
BRIIBIAAE ) OBELRYH I OMNEBROMS (145) 2%
By, ZMory 7VoBEERE 2 b LRKHLD
BIVENVET)IIENTEL, TNTLLRB, Yy A+ Tt —
V=7 —OBRE, HLEFV T4 TOBBROESEEL bR
WEFIIE ZFIUILBIC AT TPIERM L2 L )12, Wl EEE
TFHRIB SN TV E»E2EETLI L L5,

=== FVTATOREIEARII R o727 74 F T 121,
BI[ZDLONIAEMEIICTIZENTET [RENIZZ DR
%742 % (O time, thou must untangle this, not I; / It is too hard a knot
for me tuntie. (2.2.37-38) M#EH ). F T T TIE. CORFHOH
DOknotlZ. [ LHEDOTHEiEnot # 23 A, knot/not untied[ Z D
ROBIIRE S22/ 0] W) RATEML, 2O HEGEIS,
[F) T4 TORLIZONTYT 7 4 F T AL & RE— k% 7%
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