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A Genealogy of Gerontophobia: Rashomon and the Contemporary Image of the Old Woman

T

The old woman who appears in Ryunosuke Akutagawa's Rashomon (1915) is one of the most famous and horrifying images of old
women in the history of Japanese modern literature. In Rashomon, the old woman crouches amidst a heap of corpses, surrounded by their
stench. She is depicted through negative animal metaphors, such as “flesh-eating bird”, “crow”, “toad” , and so on. This imagery is seen
as consistent with the Genin's psychology with his perspective at the center of the story. However, from an intertextual view of modern
literature, I try to deconstruct the consistency of this rhetoric, which ties three elements: negative visual and audible expressions that
suggest the old woman's otherworldliness, the Genin's hatred and contempt for the old woman, and his violence toward her. As a result,
I demonstrate that the image of the old woman, which is often seen to derive from classical literature, is connected with contemporary

gender / aging standards, and that the Genin's psychology is also inseparable from those standards.
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