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Desires Driving Back on Sunset Boulevard: A Queer Reading of a Film Noir

R

During the first half of the 20th century, Hollywood achieved dominance over cultural production in the U.S. The rise of the studio
system played a crucial role in fixing gender stereotypes in tandem with normative heterosexuality. Sunser Boulevard(1950), one of
the most famous film-noir works about Hollywood's behind-the-scenes, critically depicts the transformation of cinematic production in
Hollywood, occurring from the 1920s through the post-World War II period. This article examines how the main characters of the film—
-similar to the co-writer / director of this film Billy Wilder—-desperately desire to invent new modes of representation within and against
the post-war film industry. The analyses of their desires in “queer” light show how this “film-noir" tries to represent the unrepresentable

by (mis) appropriating the normative gender / sexual codes established in Hollywood from the 1920s.
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