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The history and the present of the campaign of “Women Back Home” in China

— From the viewpoint of Women’s double burden ——

F o Rk

In the modern Chinese history, the campaign, which is called “Women Back Home”, has occurred four times. This thesis analyses
why and how the controversial campaign started, what the controversial was like, and how it affected the society. The analysis shows
that a rooted reason why the campaign was repeated is that in China, from the rulers Point of view, women’s social activity on labor is
only an assistance to men’s and so they either make much of it or disvalue it depending on the political situation. On the other hand,
Chinese ordinary, people still think that housework such as domestic chores and care of children, or aged people showed be done by
women. In other words, the idea that there should be a gender division of labor consciousness is still deep-rooted among people. There-
fore, Chinese women are exhausted from managing social work and housework. Without solving this double burden problem, they
would never be released from the issue of excessive working hours. Those who are opposed to this campaign are lacking in the consid-
eration on this double-burden problem. Therefore, this thesis also suggests that both men and women should reconsider a gender divi-
sion of labor consciousness to solve this problem.

“Women Back Home” double burden

Key words : gender division of labor consciousness
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