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The Clothing of Female Saint-Simonians and the Ideology of Liberating Women

wE L

In France of the 1830’s, Saint-Simonism is known for having established the ideology of liberating women based on sexual equality
in domestic life. The uniform male Saint-Simonians adopted as a slogan of this ideology was called “the clothes of the apostle of
women’s liberation”. But there are still a lot of uncertain points about the clothing of female Saint-Simonians consisting of a blue dress,
drawers, a scarf, red hat and belt.

This thesis aims at clarifying the relationship between the female Saint-Simonian’s clothes and the ideology of liberating women in
Saint-Simonism with the help of newspapers by feminists, collections of discourse and memoirs. To conclude, Saint-Simonism’s
ideology of liberating women is embodied in the female Saint-Simonian’s clothes because the drawers are a proclamation of a wife’s
ability versus a husband’s inability, and the right a woman can also be the patriarch.
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