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Jacob Leaving Jacob’s Room

— Struggling toward the Oedipus Complex ——

FEP ey

The protagonist of Virginia Woolf’s Jacob’s Room (1922) , Jacob, has been usually read to be killed in World War 1. However, there
is no evidence in the novel to show his death on a battlefield. This article explores this mysterious death of his in terms of his relation-
ship with his mother.

Jacob’s lack of language associated with a preverbal infancy demonstrates that Jacob remains in the pre-oedipal phase. He goes in
quest of a suited mother to construct mother-son’s relationship and repeatedly demands Mother’s love from several women including his
own mother. But all his attempts eventually fail. He cannot pass the Imaginary to stay there in pursuit of Mother’s love, which makes
ambiguous his death in the war, since war is usually regarded as a masculine event in the Symbolic. In this sense Jacob might be read
to survive the Great War in some way because he refuses to accede to the Symbolic. The possibility of his survival can be interpreted as
subversive of the Symbolic order.
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