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Representation of ‘Motherhood’ in both Japan and the U.S.A.
— Concerning about Okakura Tenshin and his friends ——

HAKEET

I described how Kwannon as the representation of ‘Motherhood’ was produced, changed and reproduced in both Japan and the
U.S.A. from the late nineteenth century to the beginning of the twentieth century. In modern Japan, Kwannon was connected with
motherhood and was produced in various cultural fields. In “The White Fox” written by Okakura Tenshin, Kwannon was represented as
one who not only connected with motherhood, but also with mercy and salvation. An example of this image of Kwannon is seen in
“Hibo Kwannon” produced by Kano Hogai.

John La Farge, an American painter who traveled to Japan in 1886, described Kwannon as “the Eternal Feminine”, when showing
Kwannon absorbed in the meditations of Nirvana. Of all the images of Kwannon, that is the one that the one touched him most. And at
another time, when he saw a Kwannon painting, he was reminded of the Madonna. Therefore, the paintings he drew of Kwannon after
returning to the U.S.A. were very different from Japanese paintings of Kwannon.

Motherhood Okakura Tenshin
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