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Images of women, as portrayed by 15th century carols
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The imagery of secular women, as depicted in carol texts, is the main focus of this paper. I shall consider the carols found in Bodle-
ian MS.Eng.poet. e.1(or ‘e.1’)—a 15" Century manuscript kept at the University of Oxford. Collected during the late 15" century, e.l

consists of 72 carols and 4 Latin poems. Twelve of these carols depict secular women, and in satirical carols women are the most fre-

Moreover, ‘married women’ are the main targets of satirical carols about women in e.l, and not ‘maidens’ or ‘widows’. They are por-
trayed as domineering, and are criticised for attempting to challenge established gender statuses. Thus, we may conclude that the im-

agery of women in e.l reflects the original owner’s intention to protect established medieval values, in which people are discouraged
Imagery of women
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FIEECERE CHE L -ERZNIMOBRICHEIDNDTSH
3, £/ e 1IBEARTIE, BB EVWIHT7IY -3, e
BEOGEERD DEICEFNTH o200, RFMRE L THY
SNIZICBELVWEEZDSND, LAY >T. e IBRICHDI N
BRIEZMD A A -2k, BEERMLADBOTRAEVWEND Z &
E.EBLTEE L,

E5IC, e 1BEARICH, PHICHEVTERHRELTARDS -
BRI ) 7 HEBEICE I N TV, e 1IBEROBRERBEICEST
DHEIR. AETRY B BTG E, BB U THKEE
BREDEDZEICLY., O TEHELTEZDTIER VY, T
TDA*—=T ERHBOLEDA X - EDEDWICDVWTDER
3. RFBICED 2L E&T B,

1 [ABI 1 F v OLOMRIEZICEBRRTH 3, 2. % v OLBIARICKEL.
LTOBSERAWS, *@E3N—7> (v OIOBEIS. HDEDICH
NiREhBZENZW). [ ] NOBFREFESERT. BAPTIE, #HEE
ERESRPEIDPNEDBARIG G E N 3f BT+ UF ri@T7+UFR v
37+ U FEDEE,

2 R.T. Davis (ed.), Medieval English Lyrics, London, 1963, p. 35 ; T. Duncan

(ed.), Late Medieval English Lyrics and Carols 1400— 1530, London and
New York, 2000, p.xxxiv.

3 R. L. Greene, The Early English Carols, 2™ ed., Oxford, 1977 (LI'F Greene,
Carols LBERE). BETHX vALARE SH LR, 2DT U - DHRRIC
RHLL T3,

4 Ibid., pp.xxxiii—xlii.

5 KR—KY7 HEEFRBEANDHZOY TIEMS. Eng. poet. e.1&RES
%, F. Madan, H. H. I. Craster , and N. Denholm-Young, A Summary Cata-
logue of Western Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 1895—1953

(No. 29734).

6 HFEEADF +OLDEBREL TRBAPEESMATWAFEEY H 2, B
ARD, FTUoFHEPNDBREXvONEND WL EIL, BRE-7-EBE
ZAA WD EREINZ EN BROREEHDEFEERET 50 TH 3,
5, HBDAL4EEARAICLAF v OMDNERLEDHIHD 1IN S
hiz2 &b, FvOPHEBET CHoFIREMEERT EVWAZPE LAY
W, #ifE [HEME T 52 FOX v OILEARMS. Eng. poet. e 12T
BRI [HFDKEF] 47 (2003F). 1 —38E,

7 YBERBIOMICICEIRZET - 51 ML FIITE iz T. Wright (ed.),
Songs and Carols now first printed from a manuscript of the fifteenth century,
Percy Society, London, 1847. (LI Wright, Songs and Carols £B&E8). Z D
b, HEERDOF +OILDT I X MNgx - P ET o EBRRE LTUT
DHDH 3. R. H. Robbins, Secular Lyrics of the 14" and 15" centuries,
Oxford, 1955 ; Greene, Carols ;
Late Medieval English Lyrics and Carols.

8 e 1R, RARKOBERICENLZMERR* +OILESIPNHTVD, £/

Davis, Medieval English Lyrics ; Duncan,
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LHEROZTHRAR ¥ v DIVERBANERE L 3£ £BFIN T, 16
naYRCHRVFvy— K- BIOIAELTLASLZX - Ty (Oxford, Balliol
College, MS. 354) &£Z< 2H£EBT 3, AT TRIGHILICINESI AT v O
ICAHHERERD -0, 16HIBOF + ONBHRE LAWY, F+ONICS
FRLMHEDNELEMB =D ICEAEDEEN» BN TH S 5o F141HITIC
RETHER SN DL DICE S ERRATEFOXEIR. e 1BADF v AL
BIIHBOLMKRICHERSh LV, BRBEELREE L LEAEERLE
RHERGY, X+ OAMPXTURMOBFEEEADZEEBNO—DE L
HrHLhiu,
BEX Tit'rennyng (running) at the ball's 71U — > IZ & 3 &'stool-ball' &5
BLarHIEAL—FEDS — L, Greene, Carols, p. 461.
e. 157K f.23v; Wright, Songs and Carols, p. 27 ; Greene, Carols, p. 461 ;
Duncan, Medieval English Lyrics and Carols, pp. 169—70, 259.
a2 FOERADFHRA . 7 EI32— 408,
ZHEDIXFICDOVWTIHEUTER, HFTE [FiCH 1T 3EHEOLMEERE
B—v—Y3U—-5oT0E] 2H<>T—] [iERHEHI17 (19975F) .
35—48E. #IC3TH, G- TabE+ . M- NO-EE EHHF FER—%
R [ZOREs || F 2] EREE. 1994F. 550—551E,
FUBBDOIB2BELTMENREENETZHDT. WHEDEEE - RIEOX
AICIEERINEV, HBI1BOX v OLTIE [RICA T 7Y ERERD
TBLOILIEPRI -5, ZORPH THMEEEELELI] 4L A
RRICHEVWTRINBEVHERSBENIFIEI L, ZOLI5Z EPRBE LS.
LTHEICEBEB IEN TEDIEHD, 2N LMRZTAEEERATELY
HBDEEVWIDTHB, Zhid, TERRTHS ERKIC, e IBRICIND 5
iz, HRAOTHE, S ERFRBLBRBROIIBICSLYRE LA vrOL
CREDHDE L THEETE LS,
BHEZM 2 ARIMER ET 2D, ABFKOMBOF +vOLR, 52 U RS
1 ROEFHICHLELIERSN3EHHMTH 3,
e. 157K, f.34v; Wright, Songs and Carols, p.51 ; Greene, Carols, p. 458.
J=sitdhid BHARICEETWB] EVWSBORFBAIEHHDEL S &
TWwd,
a2 FOERADFHRA . 11E3, 98
C. Peters, Patterns of Piety : Women, Gender and Religion in Late Medieval
and Reformation England, Cambridge, 2003, pp. 130—1 ; & T E. AIiB:H
378, AERE= [ X MIOLME] BLOLFAEXY X MEHAR
iR (it &3 &R, 19785, 27—508, /-, 1> 52 KD
ZHEICEA LT UTHEB, ZHFEF (1) IRHICH T 55408 - 185 -
FE] aEREMRER [(BALEE F255iH] RRARHRES. 1982
F. 251—-87H,
BEMOEREECTHEORIE. BEOEBEREOI LY INRNICEShZEE
THbH o7 IEU I RIZDODVWTIRUTSE, G. Grossinger, The World Up-
side Down : English Medieval Misericords, London, 1997 ; ¥ A7)V + #3X —
NE, KER, ARAETR [BREOAC 4 - hitEifiOEREE] Y
LERE. 199%F, 117-228,
[EDSFADDIEVDHELV] EVITL—X, UTLI>D—EBELE-
TWBERDND, ZDHESEHTIH. COTL—XE, OIS & Bk
DETERGEDEDP N EHI-EVDTHE D,
e. 157K, .23 ; Wright, Songs and Carols, pp.26—7 ; Greene, Carols, p.
457 ; Duncan, Medieval English Lyrics and Carols, pp. 167—8, 259.
e. 157K, ff.57v—59v; Wright, Songs and Carols, pp. 91—95 ; Greene,Car-
ols, pp. 466—7.
Peters, Patterns of Piety, p. 144.
Ibid., p. 145.
Dr. Mattews (ed.), The Chester Plays, Early English Text Society (L{#%
EETS & B&EC), extra series, No. 115, London, 1916, pp. 329—30.
e. 157K, ff. 42v—43r; Wright, Songs and Carols, pp. 88—9 ; Greene, Carols,
pp. 457—8.
ZRLEHSBBLOFVICOVTRUTER, EI - - Ean— (XK
LEDHSBE) —HAUBNEBRBONZERENT7UI - 3> (13—
161t42) | BHRTFHR [FitREEFS—BERE» SBEHRE T) HESE
. 20004, 144—T79K,
e. 157K, ff. 54v—>55r ; Wright, Songs and Carols, pp. 86—7 ; Greene, Carols,
pp. 458—9.
E. C. Rouse, 'Wall Paintings in the Church of St Pega, Peakirk, Northants.',
Archaeological Journal 110 (1954), pp. 279—80.
Peters, Patterns of Piety, p. 13. Bk & F ¥ 2 wMHRICEAL T, LITSER, P.
Coss, The Lady in Medieval England 1000 — 1500, Stroud, 1998, pp. 153—9.
Peters, Patterns of Piety,pp. 134—5 ; R. Woolf, The English Mystery Plays,
London, 1972, p. 115.
Peters, Patterns of Piety, pp. 146—8.
F. J. Furnivall(ed.), Robert of Brunne’s ‘Handlyng Synne’, Ad 1303 With
Those Parts of the French Treatise on which it was Founded, William of Wad-
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dington’s ‘Manuel des Pechiez’, EETS, original series, Nos. 119 and 123,
repr. as one vol. New York, 1973, pp. 277—80 (lines8809—14, 8881—92).

e. 15K, ff.52r—53v; Wright, Songs and Carols, p.81 ; Greene, Carols,
pp. 470—1. & H. e 1ERICIE. BRBEOELAZHS> X +OLBIH S,
BRI EICHFHEDOHRTH 12D TREVNEITH S,

e. 15K, ff. 28v—29r ; Wright, Songs and Carols, pp. 41—2 ; Greene, Carols,
p. 433.

e 157K, f.22r; Wright, Songs and Carols, pp.23—4 ; Greene, Carols, p.
434.

EREFTHIIEADFHEL T, BIBRDOL SIS, WMEFEE TILMEEERE
DEEFBEAR D M, 15HIBICE D & FIRORRICEEI L h
1-BIH BT % %, R. Marks, Stained Glass in England during the Middle
Ages, London and Toronto, 1993, p. 81 ; Peters, Patterns of Piety, p. 16,
fig. 4.

PEBEISLAEI T A —RADEVD TR, FHEHOI T2 RITHIT
PHERNBOEREONRICEVWVTHRSN D, ABERHEATROMEL
BEdh, RARSOERTIE. THEEROERIE, ALY TX 372 0HE
CICBANRZ EE Nz, L LRHEERIC > T 52 RTIR, BREORA .
PFLHBT I E—IIRI DD TR EDP o7, LEZREOL R DY b -
AT« J—IF v —F T, V4578, BRRAEBICEY, EREEMEICL >
THBETEILICREINRTVWAEZEG DD - TWVWD, P18 —ICL3K
PEEALAEFIELTE 1525, O RO h - JUXRTF— )b -
Z by VBRBEDHREZEEDHIC. [BHERBEOREIC, THRLEDE
W] EREDICRESTWVWAEESH D, T, 1450F, O RF>DE> -7
A7), =2 ELBEHRBRICHVWTIE., BHA. 24BOERFEOEBE
PIIbIhAEREY H 2. ThS5DHX TR, IXEOUSHMMAIF ZHTH >
Fef=®Is, Y1 E—ICLBRHPDEY,. BREOXDICEF TH - 7-FIkE
MEPHB, E—2—XbEHTHLOIC. BRBICHEVTE, Y29 -4&
H, HEHHUPBRERADIEZEE LI EbHo B LAL L, F
HEH T RICHNT, Yo 4—EWVWIERIE. BEICIECTHY
5 hi-&#E 2 5h 3, Peters, Patterns of Piety, pp. 22—24 ; M. Aston, 'Segre-
gation in Church', in W. J. Shiels and D. Wood (eds.), Women in the
Church, Studies in Church History 27, Oxford, 1990, pp. 237—94.

e. 15K, ff. 24v—25r ; Wright, Songs and Carols, pp. 30—1 ; Greene, Carols,
p. 432 ; Duncan, Late Medieval English Lyrics and Carols, pp. 102, 229—30.
HTMRETHEBEI WL SIS BEOHBICEMERA LT+ 7Y 7POT—
RRANDERTH S HmH Lh v, Duncan, Late Medieval English Lyrics and
Carols, p. 229.

e 1ERICIE, ZOLIRERICADEVWESIICRAZ X vOILE, DT
HB3N. WHSNTWVWD, RBE-ESDELAHAP. BEDBICRHEDIEY
FEFIBDLEETHD, TAE5DF v ONIIDOVTH, SH. SR E
LTW&E L,





