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The Effect of Reading Aloud on the Improvement
of Pronunciation of High School Students
&b B
Abstract

This study aims to investigate the effect of reading aloud and pronunciation instruction on the improvement
of high school students’ pronunciation. It also aims to explore an effective way of teaching English
pronunciation. In this experimental research, two groups (a control group and an experimental group) were
prepared. For the control group, listening comprehension practices were given. For the experimental group,
listening comprehension practices were given and then pronunciation instructions and reading aloud practices
were given. Results indicated that both subjects in the experimental group and the control group improved
their performance in the same reading aloud tests to evaluate pronunciation that were administered at two
months’ interval. However, only the subjects in the experimental group made a statistically significant
improvement in the mean scores of the tests. These findings provided empirical support for the positive effect
of reading aloud and pronunciation instruction, especially an instruction of suprasegmental features, on the

improvement of high school students’ pronunciation.
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Appendix 1

A: May I help you?

B: Yes, please. I’'m looking for something for my daughter. Next Sunday is her birthday.
A: How old is your daughter?

B: She’s fourteen.

A: How about this ring?

B: Oh, that looks nice. How much is it?

A: It’s $300.

B: Well. I don’t like the design.

A: Then, how about this bag?
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B: OK. How much is it?

A: 1t’s only $200.

B: Let me see. That’s a little too big.

A: How about this pen?

B: Can I have a look at it?

A: Yes, you can. Here you are.

B: How much is this?

A: It’s $100.

B: Let’s see. This is a little too heavy. Oh. How much is this pencil case?
A:It’s $3.

B: Oh. This is perfect. I’1l take it.

Appendix 2
Four Seasons in Japan

There are four seasons in a year—spring, summer, fall and winter. Each season has three months; March, April, and
May are spring months.

In spring plants and trees wake up from a long winter's sleep. In April the cherry-trees are in full bloom. Parks are
filled with people enjoying the warmth of the season.

In June the rainy season begins. The sky is overcast and we have very few sunny days for nearly a whole month.

Then summer comes with hot days and occasional showers. Boys and girls go swimming or mountain-climbing. The
lakes near Mt. Fuji attract many campers. There they enjoy the cool air and the beauty around them.

In September typhoons hit, causing damage to buildings and crops. Yet, fall is one of the best seasons of the year—

with its clear blue sky and fine cool days. The trees in the woods are colorful indeed. Here and there over the mountain

slopes reddish maple leaves are seen even in the distance.
In December, the last month of the year, it gradually gets colder. But winter holidays are welcome! Housewives
start to prepare for New Year's Day. In the New Year Season families go to shrines, visit their relatives and exchange

greetings with one another.

Winter seems long, but when winter comes, can spring be far behind?
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