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A Study on the Career Choice of the
Commercial High School Students :
Focusing on “Locality”

Hiroki NAKANISHI

(Graduate School of Education, Psychology and Human Studies, Aoyama Gakuin University)

The purpose of this study is to reveal the function of current commercial high schools by analyzing
students’ career choice, which is affected by two factors; (1) the fractionalized courses and (2) non-
meritocratic values, especially “locality”.

Commercial high schools had supplied mach part of human resources required in the local economy
from post-World War II to High Economic Growth period, by training students to be immediately-effective
clerical workers. However, with the end of the High Economic Growth period, the commercial high school
graduates lost their superiority in the human resource market because of “the academic alternative
employment” namely college graduates obtaining positions that were previously obtained by high school
graduates. Furthermore, after the end of the Bubble Economy, the commercial high schools faced serious
difficulty in their students’ job-hunting, hence they have become “multi-career choice high school”.

In this study, the questionnaires and the interviews were held in two commercial high schools. The
main findings are following: First, a student’s career choice is largely affected by the fractionalized courses
they belong to.

Second, (1) Students who have college-bound aspiration tend to choose a high school with their own
interest or the occupation they want to obtain in the future, and (2) students who want to enter
employment immediately after graduation tend to choose a school near their home. However, no difference
was found between the two types of students in their sense of “upward-oriented” value.

This study found that current commercial schools are (1) matching students’ various career choices
through the fractionalized courses, and (2) supporting the students’ job-hunting not by the relevance of

the curriculum to the job, but by the “tradition” of the school

Keywords: Commercial high school, Career choice, Tracking, Fractionalized courses, Locality
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