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“Sharing Type”
Mothers Promote Children’s Active Participation :
Focusing on Stable Dialogue Patterns

Yu SAITO

(Human Developmental Sciences)

Children’s abilities are not dominated solely by socioeconomic factors. Parental styles play important
role in developing the children’s abilities. “Sharing type” is defined as the type of parenting that shares the
child’s experiences and emphasizes communication and contact, and it is linked to children’s better literacy
and social development.

This study investigated the characteristics of changes occurring in “sharing type” mother—-child
Interactions across repeated readings of a storybook. Twelve “sharing type” mother-child dyads were
videotaped three times over one week, and their conversations were transcribed. Considering
developmental differences in reading styles, the dyads were divided by age into the younger (n = 6; m =
41, r = 3:8-4:6) and older (n = 6; m = 57, r = 5:3-6:1) groups. The results showed a large difference
between the two groups. Although the younger group initially had more consistent dialogue, the quality
changed during repetitions. As the book became more familiar, younger children produced more
spontaneous verbalizations about the story content and text. In the last session, the children sometimes
paraphrased the text before the mothers read it aloud, suggesting that the children had constructed the
meaning of the story during the repetitions. In contrast, older children appeared to listen carefully every
time. They produced more spontaneous verbalizations about the story content and text in the first session,
suggesting that they could understand the story's meaning from the first reading. The most important
finding was that regardless of the children’s age, when the mothers listened empathically to children’s
spontaneous comments or left them alone to think about the story, the children produced spontaneous
verbalizations about the same topic repeatedly at the next reading session. That is, the first empathetic
Interaction promoted “stable patterns of dialogues.” This paper discusses the result with regard to the

importance of mothers’ empathy for children’s active participation in reading and language development.

Keywords: mother-child interaction, “sharing type” style, child’s active participation, repeated readings,

short-term longitudinal study
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