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Recall in Young Children :
The Effects of Stories Produced by or Introduced to Them

Sayaka YOSHINO

(Human Developmental Sciences)

Accurate memory recall is frequently required in our daily lives. Recall is not intended to replicate
actual situations but to reconstruct and link input information and precedent knowledge. Before this study,
I found that when 4-year-olds used elaborative memory strategy, recalling scores improved up to the same
level as the 5-year-olds. Furthermore, for 4-year-olds, 1) recalling scores didn't improved by listening the
stories of the presenting pictures that elements were organized logically, but improved in illogical pictures,
2) by instructing to tell the story of the presenting pictures, recalling scores improved. Acknowledging
these results, In this study, I conducted two experiments to reveal the effect of stories that were produced
by young children or introduced to them. In experiment 1, I found that 5-year-olds could produce stories
that involved memorizing information and that this improves their recall. I found that 4-year-olds could
not produce stories from pictures in which elements were not organized logically, but because they
attempted to produce stories, their recall scores improved up to the same level as that of the 5-year-olds.
In experiment 2, I identified that in 4-year-olds, recall scores did not improve when they were introduced
to illogical pictures together with stories that depicted these pictures but improved when they were asked
to produce stories based on the pictures. This suggests that asking young children to elaborate on

presented information is effective in improving recall.

Keywords: recall, young children, elaborate, produce story, illogical picture
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