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The Current Issues of Japan Welfare System
for Foreign Workers
as Intelligent Human Resources

Xiling WANG

(Human Developmental Sciences)

Up to now in Japan, an aging society with a declining birthrate has been developed remarkably among
advanced countries, and they are facing situation of the shortage of labor supply. As one of the policies
for the above problem the acceptance of foreign laborers is being considered. Regarding the acceptance of
foreign laborers, Japan Government is taking the policy that they are willing to accept professional and
technical human resources, and on the other hand they are taking a very cautious stance to accept non-
intelligent laborers.

In addition to that it is getting more important for global companies to accept multinational labor power
in order to expand their operation as they are getting globalized.

We will make interviews with ten intelligent Chinese businessmen working for Japanese companies, and
consider about how intelligent foreign workers are authorized to receive social welfare, when they applied
it, and what kind of problem they obtain with their welfare under the current social circumstances.

According to the information from the foreigners who came to Japan as foreign students, and then
joined to Japanese companies we found out that many of them applied health insurance before working,
and on the other hand very few people applied pension, which is due to the shortage of the understanding
or knowledge of the pension system. The main reason of the above will be brought from :

1. The explanation and the requirement by each school for health insurance will have caused to increase
the rate of the applicants for health insurance.

2. The explanation by governmental authorities about pension is not enough, and they have no flexibility
either.

3. 25 years for payment term

Considering the result of the above interview we hope that we can propose the issues for Japan welfare
system from four aspects, which are the role by schools, or universities, the responsibility of enterprises,
the improvement on public relation or the attitude of the pension desk of governmental authorities, and

the flexible pension system.

Keywords: intelligent foreign worker, employment, pension insurer, health insurance,

present state of the Social Security System

130





