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Family Roles and Family Relationship Maintenance
of Male Chinese Migrants :
A Research in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province

Qin Xu

(Human Developmental Sciences)

In China, farmers move from the poor rural areas to big cities or rich rural areas of the coast part
becoming migrant workers. The migrant workers enter the cities and start to work exceeds 140 million
people in 2009. Based on interview investigations to married male migrant workers from rural areas who
had at least one minor child, this study found details about their selections of working away from home,
this experience’s influence on themselves and their families, also influence on family relationships and their
attitudes to their families. This study attempts to organize the life course of 4 male migrant workers and
find their recognition to family roles on their families.

Concretely, the main conclusions and findings of this study can be summarized as follows: (DAl of them
migrated mainly for their families’ economic reasons, but not by individual choice. @ Their recognition to
family roles will have an obvious change after they got married, especially after having a child.
Interviewees who migrated before marriage provided most of their financial aids to from family before
marriage. But after they got married, they would pay more attention to reproduction family. Most of them
rarely communicated with their families before marriage. But they would make efforts to interacting with
family after their children were born. ®Children are considered to be the most important both on
economic and emotional support during their migration. Jo (2011) found that female migrant workers find
empowerment in their role as financial providers on the family, so many end up feeling that they have not
lived up to the cultural notions of ‘good mothering’. Males in this research are not feeling guilty about

their absence.

Keywords: male Chinese migrants, family roles, family relationship, economic support, emotional support
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