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The Hiraga Purge and the Academics :
Examination from Tokyo Imperial University
“Council Records”

Toshie HORINOUCHI

(Human Developmental Sciences)

This study clarifies how the academics, on whom a point of focus has not been put traditionally, viewed
the Hiraga Purge and revealed an aspect of their thoughts through the examination of their remarks at
the council following the Hiraga Purge by analyzing “council records”.

Faculty of Law councilor Kamikawa led the discussion from beginning to end and raised a criticism in
accordance with academic manner taking advantage of his position as a councilor on the point that the
issue of the purge was taken up during discussions of the council. The majority of the deans and the
councilors, however, ratified Hiraga’'s judgment as an unprecedented event and did not approve
Kamikawa's criticism. Non the less, the fact that Faculty of Literature councilor Kuwata and Faculty of
Law councilor Wagatuma attached clear reserve conditions to their ratifications provides a wealth of
suggestions as to how councilors viewed their responsibility. This point has a significant implication to
examine the thoughts of the prewar academics.

On the other hand, I would like to point out that it is difficult to sense their self-awareness of the
ambivalence of the privileged autonomy of the university and freedom of research protected by that
autonomy, from their academic pride evident in their remarks.

As my future task, in order to seek the common thoughts and limitations of the prewar academics, I
would like to examine whether their remarks at the council came from any particular university theories

or recognitions as an academic through focusing on the discourse of individuals.

Keywords: the Hiraga purge, academics, Tokyo imperial university, council records, privileged university
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