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The Spread of and Regional Disparities among
Kindergartens and Day Nurseries in the Prefectures
and Municipalities of Postwar Japan

Noriko MATSUSHIMA

(Human Developmental Sciences)

Although kindergartens and day nurseries rapidly proliferated in postwar Japan, their spread differed
considerably across prefectures and municipalities. Few attempts were made to reduce these disparities,
even though their presence was regarded as a crucial issue with regard to the postwar early childhood
education policy. Previous studies describe inter-prefectural differences by using various factors such as
the number of institutions, number of infants, enrolment rate of children aged three to five years in
kindergartens or day nurseries, and the spread of public or private establishments. However, these studies
did not examine the spread of such institutions at the prefecture level and the number of kindergartens
and day nurseries per infant at the municipality level. Therefore, this paper attempts to fill this gap in the
literature by analyzing statistical data and using graphs.

A classification of prefectures by the spread of kindergartens and day nurseries within them shows not
only temporary regional disparities but also differences in the processes by which these institutions were
established. Providing early childhood education and care is a complex process. Thus, I hypothesized that
diverse factors such as industrial structure, family needs, and measures municipalities adopted to promote
child development influenced the spread of kindergartens and day nurseries. In addition, a nation-wide
comparison of the number of kindergartens and day nurseries per infants at the municipality level
revealed obvious and complex regional disparities. In other words, even if the rate at which these
institutions spread in a particular prefecture was high, this spread did not necessarily take place
throughout the prefecture. If this rate was low for a particular prefecture, these institutions had been only

partially established in some areas.

Keywords: regional disparities, kindergartens, day nurseries, prefecture, municipality
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