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The Educational System Reform Movement of
Society for the Study of Science of Education :
The Relationship between Association of Educational
Reform and Research Institute for Nation Policy

Jieun KIM

(Human Developmental Sciences)

It was not until 1930s that active discussions on educational system started in prewar Japanese society.
Aggressive educational reform proposals from private organizations were made, one of which was the
proposal of the extension of school age administered by the Ministry of Education. Actually, according to
the information gathered in 1937 by the Education Research Department of Ministry of Education and the
Research Bureau of Cabinet, the total number of education system reforms proposed by private
organizations and publicized at this time amounted to 16 cases and 24 cases, respectively.

In order to examine how private educational research organizations engaged in the educational reform
movement in the 1930s, we focused on Society for the Study of Science of Education that announced
“Education Reform Plans” of all those reform plans in February 1937, and analyzed the reports on
research results and education system reform bills issued by Association of Educational Reform and
Research Institute for Nation Policy that had a close relationship with Society for the Study of Science of
Education.

The materials of Association of National Policy were gathered mainly from the Takahashi Kamekichi
documents stored at the constitutional reference room in National Diet Library, and those of Association
of Educational Reform were gathered from documents stored at the library in Center for Women and

Politics of the Ichikawa Fusae Memorial Hall.

Keywords: educational system reform, education movement, Society for the Study of Science of Education,

association of educational reform, research institute for nation policy
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