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Effect of Parental Social Capital on the Education for Children :
Interview with Two Chinese Mothers from
Different Social Classes

Fangfang MA

(Human Developmental Sciences)

The purpose of this study was to clarify the ways in which parental social capital affects the education
for their children and how the social class affects the approach that a family takes to educate their
children in China. The study was performed by a qualitative method. On the basis of interviews with two
Chinese mothers from different social classes and the analysis of typical cases discussed during interviews,
the following conclusions can be drawn:

Children do not always benefit from their parents even if their parents own a high level of academic
qualification. Furthermore, the social capital brought by parents’ “strong ties” is very difficult to use to
help their children during the family education. On the other hand, the education aspiration for learning
and learning ability of the interviewees can remedy inequities stemming from family background during a
child’s upbringing. At the same time, intimate communications between parents and their children can
bring a positive effect. Enthusiasm for education is affected by the parents’ social capital, which mainly
consists of “weak ties” brought by the parents’ social circle. Furthermore, enthusiasm for learning is
encouraged by intimate communications between parents and children. Moreover, according to the
interviewees, the social capital mentioned above seems to be related to the level of the family's economic
capital.

In conclusion, the data gathered from interviews suggest that the effect of parents’ social capital on

their children accelerates social inequality to some extent in China today.

Keywords: social capital, Chinese mothers, communication, social inequality, education aspiration

192





