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The Issues of the Students with Cultural Diversity
from the Viewpoint of the Right :
Through Class Observations and Interview
at an Elementary School

Ayako FUKUYAMA

(Human Developmental Sciences)

More than 70.000 pupils and students have non-Japanese cultural background in Japan, and they face a
lot of serious problems here. It is one of the most significant political issues to cope well with this problem.
Regrettably we cannot say that we have thought much of education of the first language and culture of
foreign pupils and students in school in Japan. However, they have the right to enjoy their culture even in
Japan. In this sense I Municipal Elementary School of Yokohama has admitted a lot of foreign pupils for a
long time. In accordance with the experience it has paid attention to their cultural background and
respected their rights in the educational praxis. The purpose of this study is to suggest one of alternatives
in the praxis by observing the class and hearing teachers at I Elementary School, how foreign pupils and
students in Japan should be educated here in future.

I Elementary School tried to understand the situation of the pupils the rights of whom are probably
limited and made an effort to respond their necessities well. The teachers there were always sensitive to
the cultural background and the keep of the first language of the foreign pupils. These pupils were
protected and grew up in the circumstances, and Japanese learned by experience in the classrooms to
respect the rights of their foreign classmates. I believe that foreign pupils and students can develop and
evolve their personality and carry out the right to study in the situation respecting it. The education of
foreign pupils and students has concentrated on learning of Japanese language and adapting them to the
Japanese society so far. It can be pointed out that “School, Place of Relief”, what we call, has not been
guaranteed and the right to receive education has been affected by those measures. It is such a practice
to make much of their rights which should be practically adopted in the education of foreign pupils and

students in future.

Keywords: children with cultural diversity, right, culture, necessity, respect
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