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Estimation of Labor Supply and Encouragement to
Retire of Women’s University Alumni :
Focus on Industry Sector and Occupation

Eriko TERAMURA

(Interdisciplinary Gender Studies)

This study examines the effect of encouragement to retire on women’s labor supply and estimates the
factors for encouraging the retirement of women's university alumni by using micro data from women'’s
university alumni working and non-working women in 1998. This data is provided by the Japan Institute
for Labor Policy and Training, with 1,484 (working women) and 497 (non-working women) respondents.

The main results are as follows:

1) The public sector and foreign companies do not encourage retirement. In particular, female workers
working in the public sector are allowed to work even after they graduate from University.

2) The finance and insurance industry and the building industry still encourage retirement. Moreover,
both the industries consist of high percentage of unemployed and of retired women, even though they
would like to work after graduating from University.

In addition, signs of gender segregation still exist in the Japanese labor market, with several industrial

sectors having a “marriage bar.” There is a need for re-building the framework of using female workers.

Keywords: marriage bar, female labor supply, encouragement to retire
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