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The Involvement in the Cooperation between Kindergartens,
Nursery Schools and Elementary Schools of
the School Counselors Working at Elementary Schools :
Through the Interview Investigation

Ayumi SAITO

(Human Developmental Sciences)

In recent years, an increasing number of school counselors are employed in elementary schools. In
elementary schools, it is required to provide indirect support such as one for teachers and parents who
are around children. Children in pre-school and elementary school periods especially need such support.

In this research, in order to examine how school counselors are involved in the cooperation between
kindergartens, nursery schools and elementary schools, we conducted an interview investigation of school
counselors working at elementary schools.

The category was made from the interview data, grouping was attempted based on this category, and
the feature of involvement was described.

As the result, mainly school nurse and administrative staff were pointed out as objects to examine. In
order to enhance cooperation in pre-school and elementary school periods, they made efforts like
participating in a pre-school physical check-up and a cooperation meeting, and collecting information to
consider school support system. Each school counselor made their decision balancing needs of school and
the way of school to utilize school counselors. Consequently, three groups were extracted: A group making
the best of teamwork within their schools although feeling governmental limitations; a group taking
advantage of the association with related organizations while the systems for the cooperation between
kindergartens, nursery schools and elementary schools were yet to be established; a group utilizing the
power of individual teachers although feeling vocational limitations.

Rather than being directly involved with the cooperation between kindergartens, nursery schools and
elementary school, the elementary school counselors were considered to fulfill the role as a connection by
collecting information from inside and outside of schools and providing their expertise to schools. It is
necessary for them to use people, opportunities and institutions more aggressively in order to get involved
with the coalition of pre- and elementary school.

A more detailed examination that increases the object people will be expected in the future.

Keywords: elementary school, school counselor, the cooperation between kindergartens,

nursery schools and elementary schools, semi-structured interview, feature of school
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