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Reconsideration of Gender Track :
A Study from the Restructure of Educational Curriculum
in a Private School for Girls

Hiroki NAKANISHI

(Graduate School of Education, Psychology and Human Studies, Aoyama Gakuin University)

The purpose of this study is to reveal two topics with focusing on an investigation in a private
integrated junior and senior high school for girls in the Tokyo metropolitan area, whose features are 1)
the school is based on Catholic and Ryousaikenbo education (an education for making good wives and
wise mothers) and 2) a curriculum restructure was held a few years ago.

The two topics are the follows. (1) Reconsidering the gender track in view of the current change of
private schools of Ryousaikenbo education. (2) Examining the impact of the 1990’s educational
reorganization in the private schools. On this topic, two facts must be focused on; 1) the privatization or
market mechanisms of education; 2) the change of the group perspective of the teachers, which was
caused by the change of curriculums.

The investigation was held in a private integrated junior and senior high school for girls, and the change
in the career choice of the students was considered from the interview of the managers: the principal, the
assistant principal, the religious chief, the educational chief, and the career guidance chief.

The results of this study are:

First: social changes such as the increasing social participation of women cause change in the idea of
Ryousaikenbo education, thus the career choice has changed.

Second: the privatization or marked mechanisms of education has caused some change in Ryousaikenbo
education.

As a result of the 1990's educational reorganization, rich parents got distrustful of the public schools and
made their children “escape” to the private schools. Therefore, the schools, which are traditionally based
on Ryousaikenbo education, have become to be demanded accountability that they would rise the
percentage of promotion into a higher-rate university. This fact caused change in the group perspective of
the teachers and thus the more students entered the higher-rate universities.

By focusing on the private school for girls, this study clarified some features of the mechanism in the

change of the gender track, which was caused by educational privatization or market mechanisms.

Keywords: gender track, Ryousaikenbo education, privatization, market mechanisms, group perspective
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