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"Double Gaps" Faced by Female Migrant
Workers in Contemporary China :
Analysis on Their Working Conditions

Shiying WEN

(Interdisciplinary Gender Studies)

This paper focuses on “double gaps” that is generally faced by female migrant workers in China. The
first gap is based on the household registration system, which has caused a serious economic disparity
between rural and urban area in China. The second is the gap between men and women in terms of their
working conditions. Gender disparity has widened in the transition toward market economy, especially as
a result of cutback of public sector.

According to National Bureau of Statistics of China in 2008, there were 140.4 million rural migrant
workers in China, which is 10% of the total population. Considering that women account for 40% of the
total migrant workers, there were 56 million female migrant workers in China. Regarding the national
project of harmonious society, China will need to give a serious consideration to improve the situation of
female migrant workers. With the further development of market economy, “double gaps” is a new
research topic that presents urgent and essential problems in China. Based on the investigations conducted
in 2010 at two garment manufacturers in Dalian,this paper will shed light on the actual conditions of
female migrant workers and demonstrate the substantive problems of “double gaps” in contemporary
China.

Keywords: "double gaps”, migrant workers, gender, market economy, China, garment industry
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