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Activities of Public Health Nuuse
in Rural Region During-the-War Period :
from Interview of Graduates for Shimane Prefecture
Matsue Social Public Health Nurse Training School

Yuko KAWAKAMI

(Human Developmental Sciences)

The study purported to speculate about historical process and actual state of the rural healthcare
activities that were deployed as public welfare enterprise during the war by sorting out state of activities
of the public health nurses in Shimane Prefecture during the war, specifically in 1930’s.

Methods of research employed analysis of literatures and interviewing. The literatures employed were
history of development, history of industrial associations and local newspaper for municipalities of Shimane
Prefecture. The subjects of interviewing were graduates of Shimane Prefecture Matsue Public Health
Nurse Training School (total of 8; 6 from class of the first year graduate, 1 from each of the second and
third year graduate) and its content and the it was performed by individual interviewing regarding reality
of the public healthcare activities during the war.

As a result, following two points were revealed. First, training of the public health nurses and promotion
of the public welfare system of local municipalities were geared together. The activities of National Health
Insurance Society in Shimane Prefecture were initiated at approved three villages in December, 1938 and
increased gradually. At the time, those with public health nurse license in the prefecture engaged in
activities as the public health nurse in various facilities such as municipalities, National Health Insurance
Society, Public Health Designated villages, social work facilities, "Aiiku-son", schools, etc. By October, 1942,
placement of public health nurses to various organizations as social welfare organizations in local
municipalities of Shimane Prefecture were thought to be accelerated further as 58 graduates of two social
health nurse training schools who went through first legitimate training in the prefecture.

Second, visibility of the public health nurses became heightened as public health nurses in the
prefecture integrally engaged activities while going beyond differences among organizations of their

belonging and by employing home visit as main method of their activity.

Keywords: public health nursing, rural region healthcare, industrial association,

National Health Insurance (Kokumin-kenko-hoken), Shimane Prefecture
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