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Cinderella Priming Effects on
Women’s psychological dependency

Naoko ASOH

(Human Developmental Sciences)

The study investigated the priming effects of fantasy story, Cinderella, on women's interests of reaching
socio economic personal power. The study also investigated the priming effects of Cinderella, on their
psychological dependency. Forty-six female university students were primed with fantasy story, Cinderella,
or Helen Keller story (control group). The results showed participants who were primed with Cinderella
story substantially increased their estimation of partner’s income upon marriage, as predicted. However, a
group of participants who were primed with Cinderella story, did not substantially decrease their
estimation of their own future income. The findings suggest media priming effects would cause women
seek their economic power through their romantic partners indirectly. Yet, the findings did not support
the prediction that Cinderella priming effects would cause women enhance their psychological

dependency.

Keywords: Cinderella story, priming effects, psychological dependency
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