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Independence of Premarital Young Females in Korea :
Analyses of Father-Mother-Daughter’s Interview Data

Jin-Hee YOON

(Interdisciplinary Gender Studies)

The purpose of this study is to explore how the parental expectations are given priority over those of
daughters in decision-making process in Korea. I also examine the parents-daughter relationship that the
young daughters from becoming independent. I conducted in-depth interviews with unmarried females
who are living with their parents, and with their parents (both mothers and fathers) in August 2008-2009.
Qualitative analyses of the data indicate that in the decision-making such as choosing university majors,
occupations and marriages, the expectations of the parents were given priority over those of the
daughters.

This was frequently justified by parents using the rhetoric that the parents’ decisions were made for
the sake of their daughter’s future, namely that the parents’ decisions are for that their daughter can
marriage with more high level's man. On the other hand, the daughters worried between to become
independent in socially and to maintain a satisfactory parents-daughter relationships. However, finally the
daughters accepted parents’ strategic plans, namely, choice the marriage, in order to independent from
their parents. This can be interpreted that the daughters’ behaviors were also strategic because they tried
to profit from the parental guidance. These “strategic” behaviors by parents as well as daughters are

primary factors in making premarital females’ independence from their parents difficult in Korea.

Keywords: premarital young females, independence, parent-daughter relationships, strategies,

korean society
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