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Political Parties’ Selection Process of
Women Candidates and the Changing Consciousness
of Women Candidates on Femininity

Naoko OKI

(Interdisciplinary Gender Studies)

This paper aims to examine how women are selected as candidates by political parties in local assembly
elections. I had seventeen interviews with nineteen participants, who are divided into two groups. The
interviewees of the first group are those who are or were female local legislators/candidates of political
parties including some Independents. The interviewees of the second group are executive staff of national
or local political parties. In the interviews, first, I aimed to examine the political parties” selection process
and the support system of women candidates. I then delved into what female local legislators/candidates
perceive about their being ‘women’ candidates. Three findings were drawn from my interview. First,
there are four patterns in selecting candidates, in all of which the criteria of candidates are not clear.
Second, some political parties have positive supports for women candidates, but only one of them sees the
increase of women candidates as an effective tool for the increase of the seats. Third, five of the
informants were critical of ‘being a woman’ or having a ‘women’s viewpoint. One of them pointed out the
possibility of the backlash of male candidates by putting an emphasis on ‘being a woman' in her election
campaign. Another informant, a staff of a political party, stated that realizing gender-equal society was not
necessarily consistent with supporting mainly women. From these findings, it is clear that the negative
attitudes toward supporting women candidates of political parties are relative to the low presence of
women in local legislature in Japan. It is also clear that the meaning of ‘being a woman' or having a
‘women'’s viewpoint is still in question although most of the female informants consider the increasing of

female local legislators to be a pressing political matter for Japan.

Keywords: gender, women legislators, local election, political recruitment, political party
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