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The Student Councils in Both the University
of Tokyo and the Kyoto University
in the Post World War II Rehabilitation Period:
Focusing on the Activities for School Revivals and
Provision of Support for Student Life and
Common Cause with Labor

Satoko TANAKA

(Human Developmental Sciences)

After World War 1II, university student councils were shaped by the policies of the Japanese
government and the Allied Occupation, namely school democratization. At first, the main activities of
university student councils were reviving schools and supporting student life. As for the methods,
employed and approaches adopted, these varied with university. Both on-campus and off-campus activities
were undertaken.

This paper describes the activities (mainly, school revivals and provision of support for student life)
were undertaken by the student councils in both the University of Tokyo and the Kyoto University. This
paper also seeks to clarify what the student councils were going to do, and what was the background
behind the differences between the universities.

The following conclusions are made in this paper: the student council of the University of Tokyo signed
a petition and held a demonstration for the government. In this response to this, the student council of the
Kyoto University cooperated with the university authorities, and did not assign the petition and did not
take part in the demonstration. After 1951, the movement that was hitherto unseen in the University of
Tokyo emerged.

As for the background, most university student council members belonged to the Communist Party in
those days; and the policy of the party had influence on the council. In 1950, “Cominform” criticized the
wrong line of the Japanese Communist Party aims to create a legitimate revolution. Because of such
interference, internal divisions happened in the party, and the student’'s Communist cells were divided into
“the mainstream group” and “the international group”. This division resulted in the differences between

the universities.

Keywords: student councils, University of Tokyo, Kyoto University, Communist cells, student movements
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