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The Gendered Choices in Higher Education
Curriculums and Their Supporters:
Focusing on Japanese Vocationalization
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In United States, there have been many researches and papers about so-called vocationalization.
Because the ideas and frameworks about vocationalization can explain the situations exactly by which
every university is surrounded, for example the pressures toward marketization or performance-based
approach in higher education.

While we Japanese has no evidence for explaining such situations because of lack of analytical tools.
Hence this paper tried to examine how many Japanese high school students choose vocational-related
curriculums (professional majors) in higher education, focused on their gendered patterns since 1976. For
this analysis, I adopted a modified version of Carnegie Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) to
Japanese case and took a framework from the point of the dynamic shift in the educational knowledge
(the liberal arts curriculums or the professional curriculums) and its social stratum supporters. And I
used the national data (the school educational research data surveyed by the ministry of education,
culture, sports, science and technology) and the JGSS-data set. I executed cross-tabulation analysis and
performed Chi-square test.

In the precedent Japanese studies, it had been pointed out that the rate of entrants had been raised
since 1976. However it was not correct enough to think about the shift in curriculums. This analysis had
cleared the following findings. There were not only the prolonged educational years, but qualitative
changes in curriculums, vocationalization especially in female students. While male students who prefer
professional majors were declined. This meant that gender gap in choices of curriculums had been
reduced.

But there remains another problem. The vocational-oriented students (students who prefer professional
majors) tended to have come from specific social stratum. Vocational-oriented female students came from
the blue-collar working classes or the lower white-collar classes. Those male students came from the blue-
collar classes. So we cannot evaluate the reduced gender gap in curriculums as absolutely good for gender
equality. We should make more elaborated researches for equalities between men and women and within

women or men.

Keywords: curriculums, professional majors, gender, vocationalization, social stratum
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