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The Relationships of Couples in Conflict of
an Urban Region in Contemporary China

Jian-ming YU

(Human Developmental Sciences)

This paper analyzed the contents obtained from five interviewees selected from the writer’'s
investigation interview with someone who have once intended to divorce, but their marital status are still
maintained with multifarious conflicts. Through analysis, the thesis has proved that the conflictive marital
status have closely relations with Chinese social profound transformation with the consequent changes of
social ideologies and social norms in recent tens years. The reasons causing marital conflict mainly include:
social background complicated by social norms, the difference between the families and between the
spouses with the consequent development of market economics, the difference of educational ideas to
children between the spouses under the social background of craze of education for children, and couple
separation required due to occupational planning under the background of social tremendous pressure,
Generosity to sexuality outside marriage according to consideration that values privacy, collision over the
housework division between the wife who requests equality of the sexes and the husband who makes a
traditional standard inside, experience of living in different city of husband and wife, etc. The main reasons
giving up divorce and keeping the marriage in the face of the choose of divorce mainly include: the social
norms of repelling divorce accepted from traditional ideas, the worries about children and parents,
enhancing familial social security function under imperfect social welfare policy, etc. In addition, it is
understood that there are chiefly two techniques of the conflict evasion from the analysis. One is to evade
married couple's communications. According to Belsky and Kelly(1994:1995 ), the minus influence to
marital relations is given as this technique is opposite. Another one is to assume the housework division to

be an adjustment means.

Keywords: conflict, social norms, transformation, market economics, interview
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