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Does “The Common Perception of Gap between Japan and
China” Reduce Japanese People’s Prejudice toward China:
An Experiment Conducted on the Internet

Ge WANG

(Human Developmental Sciences)

Introduction: Many studies have suggested that perception of the existence of “gap and goal
incompatibility” between one’s own country and another country will cause prejudice toward another
country. Also, Much work has supported the idea that re-categorization of different countries into a
superordinate category can reduce the prejudice toward other country. Surveys have shown a lot of
Japanese people thought that there was “gap and goal incompatibility” existing between Japan and China.
Meanwhile, Japanese people’s national sentiment toward China has worsened dramatically. This
experiment hypothesized that a superordinate common category of gap between Japan and China could
reduce Japanese people’s prejudice toward China.

Method: 1000 Japanese adults (Age: from 20 to 69; Gender: 575 males, 425 females) participated in a 2
(“common category of gap”) X2 (stimulation on “perception of gap and goal incompatibility”) between-
subjects design experiment through a internet survey. Their prejudice toward China was questioned from
perception, emotion and behavior tendency by 9 scales.

Results: It was found there had no any positive attitude toward China among Japanese subjects. All the
perception, emotion and behavior tendencies tent to be negative. Contrary to the findings in the past,
“stimulation on perception of gap and goal incompatibility” reduced Japanese people’'s negative emotions
toward China. However, except effects on 3 single items, no effects of “common category of gap” on the 9
scales have been found.

Discussion: These findings may suggest that the “stimulation on perception of gap and goal
incompatibility” made Japanese subjects think about the gap between Japan and China in a real world.
And it reassured the Japanese subjects” anxiety from the perception which China was a threat. Finally it
resulted to the reduction on the motivation to deny any positive emotion toward China. On the other hand,
the effects of “common category of gap” could be caused by the offset of some personality factor, such as
Motivations to Respond without Prejudice and Nation Identification. Those personality factors should be

included in the future study.

Keywords: prejudice toward foreign country, gap and goal incompatibility, common category of gap,

internet survey
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