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The Democratic Education Plan of Theodor Litt
in Das Verhdltnis der Generationen:
About the importance of “Self-Education”

Noriko MIYATA

(Human Developmental Sciences)

In this paper, after exploring the importance of political education in Das Verhdltnis der
Generationen (1947) written by Theodor Litt, an educational philosopher in Germany, I want to re-
gard his opinions in this text as one of the democratic education concepts in Germany of postwar.
To support this idea, I will illustrate that the intergeneration relation which Litt argues is the po-
litical relationship between people who share the democratic worth and the public interest, not the
educational binary-relation between the young and the old or teachers and students.

First looking at political education in Germany after the World War Two, I will study where
Litt was situated in the educational philosophy history in the postwar Germany. Friedlich
Oetinger, a supporter of American pragmatism, criticized the traditional “civic education” since the
Weimar era as a remarkable tendency toward Nazism. But Litt asserted that it was impossible to
connect the education of Nazism with the traditional “civic education” which Litt and other educa-
tional philosophers had supported and Litt found something congenial to Nazism in the very
theory of Oetinger and bitterly criticized Oetinger’s theory in his own work, Wesen und Aufgabe
der politischen Erziehung (1954). By exploring this issue, I want to suggest the importance and

particularity of the intergeneration relation in the democratic education plan of Litt.

Keywords: Theodor Litt, postwar, democratic education, generation
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