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A Study on Picture Books of “There and Back Again™ (1):

An Analysis of Stories with “Circular Type”

Saort YAMASHITA

Abstract

First I show in this paper that picture books of “There and Back Again” are classified into some
patterns. Next the reason why children like “There and Back Again” stories is discussed. In doing so, I
introduce the concept “Circular Type.” In the “Circular Type” stories, the characters go in only one direction as
contrasted with other types of “There and Back Again” ones. We can always find repetitions and rhythmical
phrases in them. And they are well organized as “introduction-development-turn-conclusion.” All characters
have no end or aim, and do nothing but go forward, having no definite turning point. These features are quite
similar to children’s play. In the earliest years children repeat the same actions without purpose. “Circular

Type” stories correspond with children’s physicality, that is, the senses of the body.
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