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How Do a Child with Autism Spectrum Disorder Interact with Typically
Developing Children in Preschool?:

Focusing on Intervention of Artifacts in Imitation

Megumi YAMASHITA

Abstract

The purpose of this case study is to explore the interaction between a child with autism spectrum
disorder and typically developing children among three-year-old-children. For this purpose, we observed two
situations focusing on 1) how interactions between a child with autism spectrum disorder and typically
developing children initiated; 2) whether the situation of interactions are influenced by who initiated the
interactions and the presence of intervention of artifacts. The results of this case study were revealed 1) a child
with autism spectrum disorder interact with typically developing children by imitation (14/20 cases); 2) in the
case of intervention of artifacts, when a child with autism spectrum disorder imitate typically developing
children, it created incongruous situation, but when typically developing children imitate a child with autism
spectrum disorder, it created friendly relationship. Imitating behaviors without intervention of artifacts also

created a friendly relationship regardless of which side initiated.

Keywords: three-year-old- children, imitation, a child with autism spectrum disorder, interaction,
intervention of artifacts
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