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Russian Teachers’ Opinion About the Development of Language Skills Among
Children Growing Up in Plurilingual Society:

The Case Study - Children With Russian and Japanese Roots

Natalia TIMOSHENKO
Abstract

In a modern global information society, where crossing borders is a not big problem anymore, the number of
international marriages has increased. As a result, some problems connected with teaching languages to
children born in these international families has arisen. Among them are mental and cognitive development,
and physical and linguistic problems.

This study explains the results of interviews and questionnaires with teachers of Russian to children who are
studying two languages from their birth. Interviews and questionnaires were conducted with ten people from
six cities in Japan.

The purposes of the research are:

1) To find out purposes, which teachers are setting when they teach Russian to children.

2) Clarify teachers' points of view on the language teaching.

3) Ascertain teachers' opinions concerning cultural teaching as a part of language teaching.

4) To clarify teachers' opinions concerning factors that influence the result of studying Russian by bilingual
children.

Additionally, some unexpected results appeared, such as teachers' motivations, their unconscious teaching of

cultural skills, etc.
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