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Inculcating a Sense of Economics in Children:

Analysis of Economics for Children Published in 1935

Miwa KIMURA

Abstract

This paper review discusses how a book can inculcate a sense of economics in children. Specifically, it
analyzes the book Economics for Children which was published in 1935, and how the book evaluates the
Japanese textbooks adopted from 1935 to 1937 for moral education. In conclusion, four points are discussed.

First, this book shows how taxes heavy burden the people and criticizes the social disparity caused by
capitalism. Second, this book adopts the same story of influential Japanese individuals in Japan as that
published in Japanese textbooks on moral education, but with a different purpose. In the textbook, stories
of influential Japanese individuals in Japan were used only ideologically. However, in Economics for Children,
the story is used to help children understand advanced discussions on economics. Third, from the viewpoint of
the development of capitalism, it focuses on the ‘Industrial Association’ and criticizes the social disparity.
Finally, the author supports ‘controlled economy’ as a solution to the increasing tax burden and economic
disparity. However, he fears that ‘controlled economy’ will cause a rise in fascism.

From these results, it is clear that the purpose of this book is to help children understand complex economic

structures, apart from criticizing militarism.
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