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“Nature” Issues in Nursery Magazines in High Economic Growth Period:

Focusing on “Nature” Concept

Misako SHIRAI

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze people’s “Nature” concept in nursery magazines entitled “Youji no
Kyoiku (Early Childhood Care and Education)” and “Hoiku (Educare)”, focusing on the articles that were published

in high economic growth period in Japan (1955-1973).
For this purpose, (1) I sampled the articles including the word “Nature” in the tltles or subtitles, (2) I analyzed

these articles to clarify what kind of issues related to “Nature” there were in this period, (3) I discussed the
concept of “Nature” they had.

The following three things were revealed. First, some authors had some doubt about the changes of
environment and lifestyle high economic growth and development had caused. Second, some authors thought
that science education is important. On the other hand some authors insisted on the importance of the
cultivation of aesthetic sensitivity. Third, most authors thought that “Nature” is something separated from

human beings.
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