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A Historical Analysis After World War II Related to Studies

About Japanese Style Storytelling for Children, “Koen Dowa”:

Through the Perspective of a Historical Study of Yutaka YOSHIDA, Titled Japanese Views of Wars

Miwako NAKAMURA

Abstract

This review paper aims at organizing studies for researchers about Japanese style storytelling for
children, “kden dowa”. In reviewing studies of Japanese storytelling after World Warll, through the
perspective of Yutaka YOSHIDA, a historical study titled Japanese Views of Wars, seven periods are identified
as follows : (1) the early occupation period, (2) towards the 1951 San Francisco Peace Treaty, (3) the 1950s,
(4) the era of Japanese rapid economic development, (5) the 1970s, (6) the 1980s, (7) towards the year 1995,
marking the 50™ anniversary of the end of World WarIl.

By arranging the studies in order according to these periods, it is revealed that studies about Japanese style
storytelling and Japanese views of wars are resonating each period. Also, there are two remarkable periods in
the history of studies about Japanese storytelling. The first one is the 1980s, and the second is the early 1990s.
In the former , it is testified by one storyteller that many Japanese style storytelling performers had followed the
policy line in wartime Japan. In the latter, various academic studies had begun to be published,especially on
different approaches towards storytelling such as history,sociology,social education,language education,arts .

Keywords: “kdoen dowa (Japanese style storytelling)”, storyteller, orality, views of wars, war
responsibility
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