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abstract 

This study investigated the relationship between kindergarten teachers’ perception of childcare and their 
perception of the need for external childcare support. The data was based on a questionnaire to 309 teachers 
working at kindergartens in Tokyo. 

From the results of the questionnaire, the teachers’ perception of childcare was divided into three clusters. 
One consisted of teachers who believed parents should put children before themselves, and the second 
consisted of those who believed parents should put themselves before children. The last consisted of the 
“conflict” cluster; teachers could not decide whether the children or parents should be prioritized.  

Furthermore results suggested, these clusters of the perception of childcare were related to teachers’ 
perception of the need for childcare support. There were differences between the “putting children before 
parents” cluster and the “conflict” cluster on the perception of the need for various daycare service in childcare 
centers, “educational activities provided during extracurricular hours in kindergartens”, and “child-rearing 
support program for children under 4 years old in kindergartens”.  

In addition, the kindergarten teachers who were in the “conflict” cluster had a higher awareness of the need 
for the childcare support than the teachers who believed children should be put before parents. 
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