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The ‘Perfect Own’ : The Fetishization of Desire in Hindemith’s Opera Cardillac (1926)
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Paul Hindemith’s opera Cardillac (1926) dramatizes the novel Das Friulein von Scuderi (1819)
by E.T.A. Hoffmann, the renowned author of German Romantics. The novel recounts the story of
the goldsmith Cardillac committing several murders to retrieve his own works from their buyers
in Paris during the reign of King Louis XIV of France. The libretto of this opera was written by
Ferdinand Lion, a critic and journalist, collaborating with the composer.

Previous research on this opera has focused on the relationship between the expressionistic
theme of Cardillac’s madness and Hindemith’s music for ‘Neue Sachlichkeit’ based on the
rigid instrumental form of Baroque music. The murders depicted in Cardillac have often been
interpreted as signifying the defiance of an artist believing in ‘I'art pour I'art’ against a society
that considers art as a commodity.

Friedrich Kittler points out that in Das Frdulein von Scuderi, the change in the discourse on
crime and the birth of the discourse on psychoanalysis were thematized, coinciding with the
birth of the concept of civil society in the early 19th century, although the opera’s story was set
in the 17th century. How did Hindemith and Lion adopt this theme in the opera Cardillac as a
contemporary subject in the 1920s, when the concept of mass society was arising? In this study,
we will examine the phrase ‘perfect own’ used by Cardillac when describing his ‘love’ for his
own works. By relating this perspective to the discourse on desires and communication in the

first half of the 20th century, we will interpret this opera as portraying the fetishization of desire.
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B —FEREC, A4t ) T INELPATRNWZ EZFAE L THES ZETEORIEZH N,
BREBREORBICE > THY T TIIRKEN2DTH > 7=,

JARNT [AF 27U ] B, 17N 28RICLaR5 6, 19D, DEDETA R
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HEHETEELTH EWD, DEDOMIANIIU £ 72, ] (833 367) HWFZHL., &M T2Z2RORET
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ZOHSDIBIZH D [RLGMARA] unheimliche Stimme, HZ@OE&ETIZa > ho—JL L ENRWN,
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T3] KD (8] 2EIBICHHDNS,

4. [RRIBBAE] —hIVT 4y o LFR

HINFA Xyl EHOESMTOBRZER S MY 5 ETHEREARHZHS THEOM, HILF1Y vy
DIRE, TOBANTHIERDELETH D, IROBATH DRI, WIS L THIVT 1 ¥y 7038/ T
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NTFAYy 7 OEREENKRDZ ZET, WEEEDILHRONOEZELS ET5, X510 3HEL4
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— 310 —



[E2B2MA] —b>TIy bOART (WIVT 1T v o) (1926) ILBTFI2RED T 27 1 v afk
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T BEZOEDBANT AV I DT 271 v afbdniBkEZ [FEl (el &Wwoihst
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A U219 HIEE, MBI U D ENKEREF 2R CWAEHBEESNS, AKX O
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BT 7704 MBREBARELTD T 2T 1 AL EDBEHEEIRBINTNDDE, HEET
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B, T ELERHZEZ EORP SR TEE TN ZDICEALZLE WIS EVWDTTEIHE] Thoks
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TOOMHMmEEBHALENS, ART (W T1 Vv o) OB 1FIBIHEEERALOHO [HRFH
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WT 4w 7S ICDNTTFMR AT O/ RICL TWRWDH DO, RO, FiraRis
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